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Instrumental Theory Study Guide — Review Terms

Dynarmics :

7 pp 1 ' p ‘ ) mp mf - f i
Pianissimo Piano Mezzo piang Mezzo forte Forte Fortissimo
Very soft Soft Medium soft Medium loud Loud Very loud

Tempo Markings

Sightreadin
Largo Very slow tempo 2ABILCaciE

Andante | Slow walking tempo S — Sharps or flats in the key signature

Andantino | Medium slow tempo T - Time signature and tempo markings

Moderato | Medium tempo A - Accidentals not found in the key signature

Allegretto | Medium fast tempo R — Rhythims, silently counting the more difficult notes and rests

Allegro Fast tempo § — Signs, including dynamics, articulations, repeats and endings

Mysical terims
Embouchure — your mouth’s position on the mouthpiece of the instrument and the formation of the
mouth’s muscle to produce a musical tone
Crescendo — to get gradually lauder
Decrescendo or Diminuende — to get gradually softer
Tie — a curved line connecting notes of the same pitch. Play one note for the combined counts of the
tied notes.
Slur — a curved line which connects notes of different pitch. Tongue only the first note in a slur
Enharmonics — two notes that are written differently, but sound the same (and played with the same
fingering). On a piano each black key has both a flat name and sharp name
Accent — Emphasize the note to sound stronger than surrounding notes
Staccatto — notes played lightly and with separation marked with a dot above or below the note. Use
the articulation “tot” to play.
Tenuto ~ notes are played smoothly and connected, holding each note until the next is played. Use the
articulation “tah” to play.
Ritardano — gradually slower — abbreviated (ritard or rit.)
Rallentando ~ rall. - gradually slower (same as ritardando)
Syncopation — occurs when an accent or emphasis is given to a note that is not on a strong beat
Maestoso ~ to play with a “majestic” sound
D.C. al Fine — play again from the beginning, stopping at Fine. D.C. is the abbreviation for Da Capo, or
“to the beginning,” and Fine means “the end.”
D.S. al Fine — go back to the sign (:;1‘;"'), stopping at Fine. D.S. is the abbreviation for dal segno, or
“from the sign,” and Fine means “the end.”
Phrase — a musical “sentence” which is often 2 or 4 measures long. Try to play a phrase in one breath,



Instrumental Theory Study Guide — Review Terms

Note Values 1 \
Quarter Note - 1 beat Quarter Rest - 1 silent beat L

Half Note — 2 beats . Half Rest — 2 silent beats
{
Whole Note -4 beats (. Whole Rest— 4 silent beats e

Eighth Notes — % beat each or pair of eighth notes = 1 beat gj,, ;
e %
Dotted Half Note — 3 beats : Dotted Half Rest - 3 silent beats b
\ :
Dotted Quarter Note — 1 % beats s;;»,; Dotted Quarter Rest - 1 % silent beats
Single Eighth Note % beat ,,f: Single Eighth Rest - % silent beat ¢
&

Sixteenth Notes — % beat each or group of 4 sixteenth notes = 1 beat
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Scale Studies
Chromatic Scale
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on-stage warm-up
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